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Australia's unemployment rate remained steady at 5.2 per cent in March 2012 


Australia's seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was steady at 5.2 per cent in March, as 
announced by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) today. 


The ABS reported the number of people employed increased by 44,000 to 11,491,200 in March. 
The increase in employment was driven by increased full-time employment, up 15,800 people to 
8,080,400, and part-time employment, up 28,200 people to 3,410,900. The increase in 
employment was driven by an increase in both male and female full-time and part-time 
employment. 


The number of people unemployed decreased by 3,200 people to 629,100 in March, the ABS 
reported. 


The ABS monthly aggregate hours worked series showed an increase in March, up 9.5 million 
hours to 1,624.2 million hours. 


The ABS reported an increase in the labour force participation rate of 0.2 percentage points in 
March to 65.4 per cent. 


The results of the Annual Seasonal Reanalysis were released in the March 2012 publication. 
This annual review did not result in any significant changes to published estimates. A feature 
article in the publication - ‘Annual Seasonal Reanalysis' - explains the review. 


More details are in the March 2012 issue of Labour Force, Australia (cat. no. 6202.0), as well as 
for release next week on April 19. Both publications are available for free download (after 
release) from the ABS website - www.abs.gov.au. 


Media note: 
When reporting ABS data the Australian Bureau of Statistics (or ABS) must be attributed as the 
source. 


This page last updated 9 May 2012 


© Commonwealth of Australia 


All data and other material produced by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) constitutes Commonwealth copyright administered by the ABS. The ABS 
reserves the right to set out the terms and conditions for the use of such material. Unless otherwise noted, all material on this website — except the ABS 
logo, the Commonwealth Coat of Arms, and any material protected by a trade mark — is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 2.5 Australia 
licence 


